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Many of my friends are getting 
married lately. It's too bad I'm 
too busy to attend their wed- 
dings... | do so enjoy receptions. 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2007 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn іп 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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Naruto was once the bane of the Konohagakure Ninja 
Academy. Nevertheless, alongside his friends Sasuke and 
Sakura, he successfully joins the ranks of the ninja. 


During the Chúnin Journeyman Ninja Selection Exam, 
Orochimaru launches Operation Destroy Konoha. Lord 
Hokage sacrifices his life to halt the attack; in the after- 
math, Tsunade steps up to become the Fifth Hokage. 
Meanwhile, charmed by the power of Orochimaru, Sasuke 
defeats Naruto and departs Konoha; struggle as he will, 
Naruto can do nothing to stop him. 


More than two years pass. Naruto and his friends un- 
dergo rigorous training. Yet when they finally catch up 
with Sasuke, his power overwhelms them. 


Determined to best Sasuke, Naruto returns for another 
round of intense training. Meanwhile, Shikamaru and the 
others violently clash with the Akatsuki group. Though 
the scene looks grim, Naruto arrives just in time to 
deliver his lethal attack... 
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AFTER ALL. 


YEAH, 
THE NAME IS 
MISLEADING. 

RASEN- 
SHURIKEN 
ONLY REALLY 
WORKSASA 
MELEE 


THIS 
NEW 
JUTSU 
BURNS 
TOO 
QUICKLY. 


ITLASTS 
ONLY 
AFEW 


READ 
« THIS K 
WAY 


THUS 
THE NEED 
FORA 
DIVERSION. 
THUS 
ALL THE 


HIT HIM 
THAT 
FAST. 


YOUR MOVE, 
HE'LL JUST 
DODGE IT! 


READ 
«< 


LOOK, 
¡KNOW 
TEAMWORK 
! 


IMPORTANT. / “2 


BUT RIGHT V 
NOW THIS 
IS A BRIDGE 
| NEED TO 
CROSS 
ALONE, 


IFIDON'T 
WORK MY 
WAY TO THE 
OTHER SIDE, 
VLL JUST 
BE AKID 
FOREVER. 


TAKE AWAY 
MY CHANCE 
ТО PROVE 
WHAT І 
CAN DO! 
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MEET KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S ASSISTANTS 
OPART ٥١ ASSISTANT NO. 10: SATO ATSUHIRO 


[PROFILE] 


O AVETERAN OF ULTRA HIGH-PROFILE 
PROJECTS LIKE ROOKIES AND DEATH 
NOTE. 

O ONE OF THE FIRST FIFTY PEOPLE 
EVER TO FINISH HUDSON'S BOMBER-,, 
MAN, AND HAS THE CERTIFICATE ТО 
PROVE IT! 24 


222 
0 LOVES VIDEO GAMES AND KNOWS tē 
A BUNCH ABOUT THEM. AN EXPERT 
AT STREET FIGHTER II 


О ZANGIEF - GIVE HIWAN OPENING 
AND HELL WHIRL YOU AROUND AND 
BEAT YOU IN AN INSTANT. 


О BLANKA — GIVE HIM 
AN OPENING AND 
HE'LL ZOOM AT YOU 

LIKE A CORKSCREW AND ` 

KNOCK YOU OUT. _ 

O WOLF — SHOW НИМ A WEAK- 
NESS AND HELL SPIN YOU 一 一 
AND SLAM YOU DOWN. BUT... 
WELL, HE'S STILL NEW AT“ 
VIRTUA FIGHTER. 

0 INCREDIBLY SKILLED AT ASSEMBLING 

PLASTIC MODELS (І Е., GUNDAM). HE'S 

JUST A DEXTEROUS GUY. IN GENERAL! 


و 


wE 
ABEELINE 
HERE. 


YOU'D USE THEM 
LIKE THAT. 


IMPRESSED. 
YOU PULLED 
OFF THAT 


JUTSU THREE 
TIMES IN ል 
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READ 
THIS 
WAY 


SUCH 
CONFIDENCE... 
ANO THE WIT TO 
TURN FAILURE 
ON ITS HEAD AND 
GUICKLY PLAN HIS 
NEXT MOVE. 


WITHIN 
HIS 


SER 


витітвовв Үй, % ura 
TWO ways. i FIGHT THE 
TO OUREYES, FIRST 
YOU'RE JUSTAN Г... „А HOKAGE. 
OLD GEEZER “А 
GONEWRONG. ړز‎ 


I GUESS 
І CAN'T 
BLAME 
YOU FOR 
л SEEING US 
- ASKIDS. 
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HE TAUGHT 
ME A BUNCH 
OF THINGS... 
SOME MORE 
IMPORTANT 

THAN OTHERS. 


YOU 
WERE 
ASUMA'S 
FAVORITE. 


IC | SAID 
ГОІОМ'Т 
MISS HIM, 
ГО BE 
LYING. 


BUT IM 
NOT АКІО 
ANYMORE, 
AND I'M 
EXPECTED 
ТО АСТ МУ 
AGE. 


KERK 


ka 
I uSED TO 
COMPLAIN 
ABOUT 
EVERYTHING. 
EVERYTHING 
ANNOYED 
ME BACK 


| MADE 
SO MANY 

MISTAKES 
BECAUSE 


вит 
ТО МЕ, 
HE WAS 
STILLA 
TERRIFIC 
ROLE 
MODEL. 


WHEN 
THAT 
BABY 

ARRIVES | 


| GUESS 
IVE GOT 
SOME 
REAL 
GROWING 
ИР TO 
DO. 
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WILL ENTER 
ANO BE 
РЕОМОТЕО 


RIGHT UP 
HERE. 


IF 
KONOHA'S 
SHINOBI 
WERE 
SHOGI 
PIECES... 


DID HE... 
| GUESS 
HE KNEW 
YOU INSIDE 
OUT. 


ENOUGH TO 
PROTECT 
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LITTLE 
LONGER... 


YOu MUSTVE 
BROKEN HALF 
THE BONES IN 

YOUR BODY! 
ITS NOT MADE 
FOR THIS KIND 

OF STRAIN... 


HEH...HEY, 
IT'S МО BIG 
DEAL SO LONG 
AS I'VE GOT 
YOU AROUND 
TO FIX ME. 


THAT'S 
NOT 
THE 

POINT! 
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THIS NEW 
JUTSU OF 
YOURSIS 
ONLY МЕАМТ 
А5 ALAST 
RESORT! 


JUST 
PROMISE 
ME YOU'LL 

THINK 
BEFORE 
USING IT! 


THERE ARE 
LIMITS TO 
WHAT | CAN 
PATCH UP! 
MEDICAL 
NINJUTSU کا‎ 
A SCIENCE, 
NOTA 
MIRACLE 
CURE! 


| HOW ABOUT 


YOU TAKE 
4 YOURHEAD 
OUT OF YOUR 


| DION'T 
BUT IF YOU EVEN NEED 
HADN'T TO USE MY 
SHOWN UP ESA 
SHARINGAN 
б THIS TIME. 


AND THEN 
| WOULD 
BE IN BED 
RIGHT NOW... f 

IN THE 5 
HOSPITAL! 
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STARTS GABBING ABOUT COUNTRY LIFE,‏ ې 
HE CHIMES IN WITH GUSTO.‏ 


4 Ш 

O PERPETUALLY QUIET, HIS LIPS CURLED 
UP INTO A PLEASANT SMILE-CAUSING 
ASSISTANT NO. 6 (TASAKA) TO KEEP 
REPEATING, "| CAN'T FIGURE НІМ OUT! 
WHAT'S HE THINKING?!" 


O WANTS TO DRAW MANGA, BUT TOO EN- 
TRANCED WITH THE GAME MONSTER 
HUNTER TO STOP PLAYING, LEADING TO 
TROUBLE WITH ASSISTANT NO. 8 (ITAKURA). 


OHE IDOLIZES ASSISTANT NO. 3 (IKEMOTO) 
LIKE A BROTHER. THAT'S BECAUSE THEY 
SHARE THE SAME PASSION FOR MON- 
STER HUNTER. 


O HE'S A WHIZ AT DRAWING, AND THAT'S 
WHY HE'S KISHIMOTO'S FAVORITE. 
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ИСНІНА. 


ONLY UCHIHA 


YOu COULD 
| HANOLE. 
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ІТАСНІ 
WAS OUT 
OF THE 
GUESTION. 


THAT'S 
WHY YOU 
CAME 
AFTER ME, 
THE BABY. 


YOU'RE IT TURNS AND 
NOT EVEN OuT THEY SAY 
IN THE SAME YOU'RE YOU'RE 
LEAGUE JUSTA ONE OF 
AS UCHIHA... RUN-OF- THE THREE 
AND YOU THE-MILL GREAT 
KNOW THAT, NINJA. SHINOBI? 
DON'T YOU. 


BEFORE 
UCHIHA, 
MILO 
BRILLIANCE 
SUCH AS 
YOURS 
BECOMES 
ACTUALLY 
RATHER 
ORDINARY. 


UNLOCKING 


THE 
MYSTERIES 


AND THE WAY 


YOU KEEP 
TOYING WITH 
PEOPLE, 
ALL FOR THIS 
VAIN AND 
FRANKLY 
STUPID 
CAUSE OF 
YOURS. 
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OH! THAT'S 
THE SKIN OF 
A WHITE 
SNAKE. 
WHAT LUCK 

THAT YOU 
FOUND 
1Т, 


EXTREMELY 
RARE. HEH... 
NOT TOO ME 
MANY GET THE NEITHER. 
OPPORTUNITY. 


WHO 


ALLI KNOWS. 
KNOW IS IT'S NOT so 
THAT THE IN THE WHITE? 
WHITE BOOKS. 
e _ SNAKE 15 ም 
= =p А МВО 
や J OF GOOD 
( / LUCK AND IDONT 
x RENEWAL. THINK 
ANYONE'S | 
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IT MUST BE 
KARMA FOR YOU 
TO FIND IT HERE 

BY YOUR PARENTS' 
GRAVESTONE. 
MAYBE IT MEANS 
THEYVE BEEN 
REBORN 

SOMEWHERE? 


GOOD 
LUCK 
AND... 
RENEWAL 
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READ 
THIS 
WAY 
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THE BODILY 
FLUIDS OF THE 
GREAT SERPENT 
ЧАБЫ WILL EVAPORATE 


THE MOMENT 
NUMBING THEY'RE 


EFFECT, EXPOSED TO 
THE AIR, 
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STYLE 
RASEN- 
SHURIKEN... 


THOROUGH И | 


ү 


ТНЕ 
EFFECT 5 


| MORE LIKE 


A POISON 
THAN 
PHYSICAL 


ONA 
CELLULAR 
LEVEL. AS 

ATTACKS GO, 
IT'S INCREDIBLY 
MINUTE. 


| BELIEVE 
IT SHAPES 
THE WIND 
CHAKRA 
INTO AN 
ARMADA 
ОР TINY 
SWORDS... 


RATHER THAN 
IN NUMBER OF 
ATTACKS? 


AND 
SYSTEM- 
ATICALLY 


ATTACKS 
EVERY 
CELL 
IN THE 
BODY. 


HOW'S 
_| NARUTO? 


THOSE 
SAME 
SYMPTOMS 
IN 
NARUTO'S 

RIGHT 


IF NARUTO 
CONTINUES 
TO USE 
THE JUTSU, 
THEN 
BEFORE 
LONG... 
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пе 


KEIRAKUKEI, IT'S 
ВЕУОМО МУ 
ABILITY ТО HEAL 
IT. EVEN WITH 
MY MEDICAL 
NINJUTSU... 
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THANKS 
FOR 
THE 

FOOD! 
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you 
DON'T 
NEED 
TO BE 
FRIENDS. 


STILL, 
SASUKE, 
| CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
YOU'D GO 
FOR THEM. 


SHUT UP 
AND GET 
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READ 
THIS 
WAY 
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OROCHIMARU, 
BUT THAT 
ALONE 
DOESNT 
SOONER 
ORLATER, 
SOMEONE 
WAS BOUND 


TO KILL HIM. 


you 
WERE HIS 
FAVORITE. 
HELET 
YOU ۷ 
BY HIS SIDE 
WHILE THE 
REST OF US 
SLEPT IN 
CAGES. 


LOOK AT 
US TWO. 


RIGHT NOW, 


I HAVE THE 


14% 


YOU HAD 
ALL THE 
ADVANTAGE 


ТНАТ 5 
А PRETTY 
BAD SPOT | 
PUT YOU IN, 
AND YOU 


DIDN'T EVEN 


YOUR 
PLATOON, 


APLACE 
I WANT ТО 
SWING ВУ. 


Ises 


III 


<< 


Ņ N /// 
N SS ۱ ኣ 


N KN 
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NEW ( 
MOVE?: 
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IS THIS 1 
WHAT 
YOU GUYS 
DO WHEN 
YOU GET 
TOGETHER?! 


AND THIS 
IS A, ERR, 
SERIOUS 


PROJECT 
=] BETWEEN US 
4 TWO... MEAN, 
COMPETITION... に 


C'MON!! 


مسبت متته 


READ 
« THIS K 
WAY 


دا 
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(THE GREAT NARUTO BRIDGE)‏ 
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ТНЕ ЄХЕСИ- 
TIONER'S 


BLADE, 
THE SWORD OF 
THE DEMON 
ZABUZA FROM 
THE VILLAGE 
OF BLOODY 


THE WEAPON 
OF THE 
SEVEN NINJA 
SWORDSMEN 
HAS BEEN 
HANDED DOWN, 
GENERATION TO 
GENERATION. 
IT'S THE 
TRADITION. 


THIS 
SWORD WILL 
DEFINITELY 
COME IN 


WHICHEVER 
HIDEOUT IS 


ቿኤ ፓፍ 
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4 OROCHIMARU 
1 MAY BE DEAD, 
BUT THAT 
DOESN'7 
LEAVE УСИ 


FREE TO 
ACTAS YOU 
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IVEBEEN C КЕ - 
y 


ARE PLENTY 
OF OTHER 
SHINOBI JUST 
AS STRONG 
YET FAR 
EASIER TO 

HANDLE. 


READ 
« THIS K 
WAY 


Ра 


WELL, 
IF THAT'S 
YOUR GAME, 
YOU COULD 
ОО BETTER 
THAN KARIN. 


SHE 
IRRITATES 
МЕ. 
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READ 
« THIS K 
WAY 


WAIT... 
SASUKE... У 
HERE ALONE 


y” 


var SASUKE. 
WITHOUT 
JUST ል 7 
RUMOR, CHAPERONE, 
WAS IT. | SEE. 


[ሰለ BUSHED. 
NOT USED 
TO WALKING 


READ 
THIS K 
WAY 
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IVE GOT 
RESPON- 
SIBILITIES! 
WHAT 
ABOUT THE 
PRISONERS?! 


ーー 


SUIGETSU, 


WHY ON 
EARTH 
SHOULD І? 


YOU AND 
THAT 
COMMAND- 
ING TONE 
OF 


არ THERE'S 
«| NO MORE 


NEED FOR 
AWARDEN. 
YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO 
STICK 
AROUND. 


ІШ. GO FIND | 
SOMEONE 


| YOU'RE NOT 
=| INTERESTED, 


READ 
« THIS 
WAY 


ILL 
ОРЕМ 
ТНЕ 
DOOR. 


BUT 
BEFORE 


I CC, 
I HAVE ONE 
FAVOR TO 
ASK OF ALL 
OF YOU. 


REMEMBER 
THAT IT'S 
SASUKE WHO 
DEFEATED 
OROCHIMARU 
AND FREED 

US ALL. 


WHEN 
YOU'RE OUT, 
| WANT YOU 
TO SPREAD 
THE WORD. 
TELL 
EVERYONE 
YOU MEET... 


KRK 
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NOW AMONG 
US WHO WILL 
а BRING STABILITY 
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NO, 
IVE PUT 
ALOTOF 
THOUGHT 
INTO THIS. 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 
IM FED 
UP WITH 
GUARDING ў 
THIS PLACE 
ANYWAY. /# 


won't do this alone? 
anything Just the 
for you... two of 
not 4529 
really. 
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< READ 
THIS 
WAY 


І.І) 


HAPPEN TO | | 
ВЕ GOING THE 
SAME WAY... 

ALONG THE 
SAME ROAD... 


DOES ІТ 
MATTER? 
IT'S NOT 

“І LIKE YOU'RE 

\\ JOINING US 
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KERK 


UNT 
AIT... 
WHY ዘህ 
WAN? WOMAN 


WOMAN... / 
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| GEEZ. 
IF YOU CAN'T YOU KNOW 


EVEN TAKE A WE'RE 
LITTLE WALK, GOING 
YOU'RE DEAD TO THE 
THE MOMENT NORTHERN 
WE ARRIVE. НЇРЕОИТ, 


MORE 


WALKING? 
т | са лабо 
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HIDEOUT > 
IS STILL - 
ALONG 
WAY OFF! 


I JUST 
оь ብ а 
ოდ NORTHERN 
Lins HIDEOUT! | - 
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am 


HANGING > 
AROUND 


WITH 
SASUKE? 


You 
COULD 
SAYITSA |AN 
MUTUALLY 
ADVAN- 
TAGEOUS 
RELATION- 
SHIP 


витуди BUT HEY, 
KNOW WHAT k У „რ | SHOULD 

JUGO'S LIKE. NOW š „| ASK YOU 
WHAT até THE SAME 


DO YOU 4 
REALLY YOU GUYS \ : QUESTION. 


HOPE TO 
RECRUIT 
HIM? 


BUT | COULD | WAS а а 
INTERESTING | | FORCED 
NEVER TELL POWERS TO FIGHT په‎ 
WHAT HE WAS ነዳ На 
THINKING, ርሃ ም. 
AND | NEVER Вара 
LIKED HIM. 


HE'SA 4 
LITTLE ВІТ 
DEMENTED. F 


BEATS ME. 
DIDN'T 
STRIKE 
MEAS 

ALL THAT 

BRIGHT. 


FIXED? | 


HIDEOUT 
ISLIKE A 
SANCTUARY 
FOR HIM. 


HE 
CAN'T DO 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT IT 

ONHIS 
OWN. 


HEH... 


OH, LOVELY. |. 


A HEADCASE 
WITH THE 


BLOODLUST. 
THAT'S 
JUST 
WHAT WE 


вит WHEN 
нин. ТНЕУ OVER- 
THE COME HIM, 

THINGS HE' ら NO 


SOME LONGER 
PEOPLE HIMSELF. 
HIDE. 


HE TURNS 
INTOA 
HORRIBLE, 
DEMONIC 
THING. 
HIS LOOKS 
CHANGE 
ALONG 
WITHHIS 
PERSON- 


OROCHIMARU 
WAS FASCI- 
NATED WITH 
HIS POWER. 

THAT'S WHAT 
LED HIM TO 
EXTRACT A 

CERTAIN FLUID 
FROM 24605 

BODY... 


[ሰላ SURE 
YOU KNOW 
WHERE 
[ሰላ GOING 
HERE. 
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THOUGH, 
HE USEDA 
DIFFERENT 

KINDOF F 

POWER... 


PURIFY 
THE 


ENZYME... 


WHICH 
ALLOWED 
OTHER 
SHINOBI TO 
ACHIEVE THE 
SAME STATE. 


UM GETTING “y 
іт OF HERE. | Ш 
AND WHOEVER 
STANDS IN 
15 4 
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SUIGETSU! 
WE CAN'T KEEP 
STOPPING 
ALL THE TIME! 
COME ON, 


WE'RE ALMOST | 
THERE! 


IS IT THAT 
SWORD? 
IS IT TOO 
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HE'S 
FROM THE 
NORTHERN 
HIDEOUT. 


THE 
PRISONERS... 
THEY ALL 
WENT 


WHOOPS 
+. GUESS 


HE'S IN HIS 
SECOND 
STATE, 
BUT ALREAD' 
TRANS- 
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IF TUE 
NEXT ONE 
THROUGH 

THAT 


189 ТО BE CONTINUED IN NARUTO VOLUME 39! 


